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Clinical Trial 
Information 
 
Nat’l Eye 
Institute
800-411-1222  or 
www.nei.nih.gov
 
Clinical trials 
have guidelines 
called “inclusion” 
and “exclusion” 
criteria. These 
criteria (age, 
gender, type and 
stage of disease, 
etc.) keep partici-
pants safe and 
ensure research-
ers will be able 
to answer the 
questions they 
plan to study.

Book on CD 

“Macular 
Degeneration, 
“The Complete 
Guide to Saving 
and Maximizing 
Your Sight” is 
offered by Sight 
Into Sound on 
CD.  Call 713-
622-2767 for a 
free copy. 

EARS

Free Tapes to 
Live LIfe with 
Confidence and 
Dignity. Call: 
800-843-6816

The drug Emixustat has been in Phase 1/2 trials since 2008 for 
treatment of dry macular degeneration. 
 
Disappointingly, the drug has now been found to be ineffective at 
reducing the growth rates of geographic atrophy (GA) in patients 
with age-related macular degeneration (AMD). Preclinical analysis 
of Emixustat indicated that it inhibited the activity of the 5RPE65 
gene responsible for dysfunction of the retinal layer which nour-
ishes the sight cells.  
 
It now appears, however, that when delivered orally in varying 
dosages over a 2-year period, there is no difference in GA pro-
gression among the treatment and placebo groups. 

Free DVD 

Hallucinations: 
Am I going 
Crazy?   
 
AMD and 
Charles Bonnet 
Syndrome.
DVD available 
on request with 
detailed informa-
tion!  Call:  
888-633-3937

Emizustat Found to be Ineffective

I Renewed My License ... 
But is it Safe to Drive?
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By Dan Roberts - MD Support 
 
 
This month the DMV renewed my license for another four years. I 
passed their very basic eye exam, so they decided that my vision 
was good enough to allow me to take the wheel.  
 
But wait!  They didn’t ask about my retinal disease which could 
take away my remaining functional vision before my next renewal. 
Nor did they ask about my poor night vision, serious problems 
with glare, and low contrast sensitivity. And they didn’t ask about 
the times I’ve had close calls due to blind spots in my visual field. 
 
Nope, they decided I could safely negotiate the highways with 
drunks, druggies, neurotics, and sleep-deprived drivers all speed-
ing less than ten feet apart on the way to places they just have to 
be, no matter what the cost. Do they really want to add me to that 
mix?  
 
So I have decided to continue being one less impaired driver. My 
shiny new license will remain safely tucked away behind my Medi-
care and AARP membership cards. It was a tough decision, but 
someone had to make it. I appreciate the DMV’s trust in me, but 
now the only way I’m going to meet others on the road is as that 
guy waving at them from the passenger seat. 



Donations 

The Macular Degeneration 
Foundation, Inc. is a tax-
exempt, non-profit organiza-
tion.  
 
Please visit our website at 
eyesight.org to make a tax 
deductable donation.  
 

 
Checks may be mailed to:
 
Macular Degeneration 
Foundation, Inc.,  
P.O. Box 531313,  
Henderson, NV 89053 
 
Call: 888-633-3937 (USA) 
Call: 702-450-2908 (Intl) 
Email: liz@eyesight.org

Organizations
That Can Help 
 
 
National Eye 
Institute
800-411-1222 
www.nei.nih.gov

Community 
Services 
for Vision 
Rehabilitation 
(AL & MI Areas)
csvrlowvision.org
251-476-4744 
228-760-0788 

American 
Council of 
the Blind 
(800) 424-8666 
acb.org
 
Second Sense 
(Chicago Area) 
312-236-8569 
second-sense.org 
 
Prevent Blindness 
America 
800-331-2020 
preventblindness.
org
 
MD Support 
816-761-7080
MDsupport.org
 
Bible on Tape 
Aurora Ministries
941-748-3031Disclaimer - Articles in the Magnifier are for information 

only and are not an endorsement by the Macular Degeneration 
Foundation editorial staff.

Resources 
   
 
MD Foundation  
Resource 
Director 
Dan Roberts
888-866-6148 
   
 
Magnification 
Glasses Order 
Information 
800-426-4846 
www.american-
readingglasses.
com
 
NFB Newsline
866-504-7300 

Choice Magazine 
Listening
888-724-6423 

National Library 
Service
888-657-7323  
(Audio Books) 

Free Low Vision 
Catalogs and
Independent 
Living Catalog 
800-537-2118 

Maxi Aids
800-522-6294 

Jewish Heritage 
for the Blind 
800-995-1888 
 
LS&S Low Vision 
Catalog 
800-468-4789 
lssproducts.com
 
EyeSmart 
http://www.get-
eyesmart.org/
eyesmart

The Macular Degeneration Foundation interviews the world’s  
foremost scientists, medical practitioners and inventors. Visit  
MacularNews.org for the latest news and register to receive an 
email notice when new videos are first posted.

Exclusive Online Videos Featuring 
World’s Leading Eye Researchers
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Let’s All Go To the 
Movies!
 
As of June 2, 2018, the law 
requires that audio descrip-
tion for the blind and visually 
impaired be made available 
by all digital first-run movie 
theaters.  
 
Almost all applicable theaters 
have complied, and others 
are in the process of convert-
ing to digital and upgrading to 
include description equipment.  
 
The Federal Government 
defines audio description 
as “narration added to the 
soundtrack to describe impor-
tant visual details that cannot 
be understood from the main 
soundtrack alone.”   
 
 
 

 
Wearing headsets provided by 
the theater, the listener hears 
spoken information about 
actions, characters, scene 
changes, on-screen text, and 
other visual content, the nar-
rations are usually added 
during existing pauses in dia-
logue.  
 
Audio description technology 
has been randomly available 
since the 1990’s for various 
live plays, movies, television 
shows, and DVDs, but this is 
the first time the service has 
been actually required by law 
in movie theaters.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some companies, like 
Cinemark, AMC, and Regal, 
have been offering acces-
sible movies, but others have 
been late getting on the boat. 
This resistance partially moti-
vated the amendment to the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act that led to the Justice 
Department signing it into 
law in late 2016, finally taking 
effect this past June.

A Letter from Liz
MD Support 
and Prevent 
Blindness 
America 
Establish 
New On-Line 
Resource

The new 
resource provides 
an extensive list 
of searchable 
resource directo-
ries, a database 
of 1,500 munici-
pal paratran-
sit services, a 
library of self-help 
guides and work-
books, and up-to-
the-minute news.  
 
This marks 
the first time in 
Internet history 
that two major 
organizations
have joined in 
such a dramatic 
way to bring both 
education and 
support to
the entire global 
low vision com-
munity. 
 
See lowvision.
preventblind-
ness.org  or 
mdsupport.org

What Are Your Highest Priorities  
Regarding AMD Research?
 
Four eye health stakeholder groups have come together to help 
define the focus of research in age-related macular degenera-
tion (AMD). Their purpose was to prioritize clinical questions im-
portant for researchers to answer when developing clinical practice 
guidelines and identifying treatment outcomes important to pa-
tients. Participants in the initiative included healthcare profession-
als and input from patients like you: 

                  American Academy of Ophthalmology
                  American Society of Retinal Specialists
                  Atlantic Coast Retina Conference
                  Macular Degeneration Support Community 
 

Between January 2015 and January 2017, healthcare participants 
decided upon and assessed 17 highly important clinical questions 
and rated 12 of 17 questions (71%) as high priority for researchers 
to answer. MD Support members assessed those same questions 
and identified 6 research outcomes as most important to them: 

1. development of choroidal neovascularization 
2. development of advanced dry AMD (geographic atrophy) 
3. retinal hemorrhage 
4. gain of vision 
5. slowing vision loss 
6. serious ocular events (eg. retinal detachment) 

This investigation may help to best allocate limited resources for 
research associated with the treatment of age-related macular 
degeneration (AMD). Consideration of these patient-important 
outcomes may help to guide clinical care and future areas of re-
search. 

The project was conducted under the auspices of the Depart-
ment of Epidemiology, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Pub-
lic Health, Baltimore, Maryland and the abstract is published on 
the JAMA Ophthalmology website.

Definitions 

Ophthalmologist 
a practitioner in 
the medical sci-
ence of surgery 
and care of the 
eye and its relat-
ed structures. An 
M.D. degree is 
required.

Retina specialist
a medical doc-
tor trained as an 
ophthalmologist, 
who has received 
additional training 
in diseases and 
surgery of the ret-
ina and vitreous.
 
Optometrist
a degreed (O.D.), 
independent, pri-
mary health care 
provider skilled 
in the co-man-
agement of eye 
health and vision 
care, including 
examination, 
diagnosis, treat-
ment, manage-
ment of diseases/
disorders, pre-
scription of eye-
glasses/contact 
lenses, and provi-
sion of low vision 
aids and therapy.
 
Optician
a person who 
designs or manu-
factures ophthal-
mic appliances 
or optical instru-
ments (“ophthal-
mic optician”) or 
deals in prescrip-
tions (“dispensing 
optician”).
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Genentech has announced positive, top line results from a 
Phase 2 study of its Port Delivery System (PDS) with Lucentis in 
people with wet AMD. The refillable eye implant, which is slightly 
longer than a grain of rice, is designed to allow people with wet 
AMD to go several months without needing to visit their ophthal-
mologist.  

If the PDS is successful, it could have a major impact on the way 
we treat people with wet AMD,” said Carl D. Regillo, M.D., FACS, 
investigator for the LADDER study. “I believe that more consis-
tent treatment could allow for better long-term vision outcomes in 
clinical practice.”  
 
The current standard of care for wet AMD can be burdensome 
because it requires patients to visit their ophthalmologist as often 
as monthly for eye injections of anti-vascular endothelial growth 
factor (VEGF) therapy to help maintain vision gains and/or pre-
vent vision loss.  
 
A treatment interval study in the Phase III program is expected to 
begin later in 2018. 

Port Delivery System  
Unveiled for Wet AMD

“Talking Books” ... Continued from Page 5
 
Summary:

No matter what your age, technical ability or computer literacy, 
all who are visually impaired should try the National Library Ser-
vices Talking Books program. You will be happy you did. 

Joseph L. Fontenot MD, CLVT
Medical Director, Community Services for Vision Rehabilitation
600 Bel Air Blvd, Suite 110 Mobile Alabama

For more information:

Call 1-888-NLS-READ (1-888-657-7323) toll-free and follow the 
prompts to be connected to the braille and talking book library in 
your state.

Donations 

The Macular Degeneration 
Foundation, Inc. is a tax-
exempt, non-profit organiza-
tion.  
 
Please visit our website at 
eyesight.org to make a tax 
deductable donation.  
 

 
Checks may be mailed to:
 
Macular Degeneration 
Foundation, Inc.,  
P.O. Box 531313,  
Henderson, NV 89053 
 
Call: 888-633-3937 (USA) 
Call: 702-450-2908 (Intl) 
Email: liz@eyesight.org

Organizations
That Can Help 
 
 
National Eye 
Institute
800-411-1222 
www.nei.nih.gov

Community 
Services 
for Vision 
Rehabilitation 
(AL & MI Areas)
csvrlowvision.org
251-476-4744 
228-760-0788 

American 
Council of 
the Blind 
(800) 424-8666 
acb.org
 
Second Sense 
(Chicago Area) 
312-236-8569 
second-sense.org 
 
Prevent Blindness 
America 
800-331-2020 
preventblindness.
org
 
MD Support 
816-761-7080
MDsupport.org
 
Bible on Tape 
Aurora Ministries
941-748-3031Disclaimer - Articles in the Magnifier are for information 

only and are not an endorsement by the Macular Degeneration 
Foundation editorial staff.

Resources 
 

MD Foundation  
Resource 
Director 
Dan Roberts
888-866-6148 

 

Magnification 
Glasses Order 
Information 
800-426-4846 
www.american-
readingglasses.
com

NFB Newsline
866-504-7300 

Choice Magazine 
Listening
888-724-6423 

National Library 
Service
888-657-7323  
(Audio Books) 

Free Low Vision 
Catalogs and
Independent 
Living Catalog 
800-537-2118 

Maxi Aids
800-522-6294 

Jewish Heritage 
for the Blind 
800-995-1888 

LS&S Low Vision 
Catalog 
800-468-4789 
lssproducts.com

EyeSmart 
http://www.get-
eyesmart.org/
eyesmart

The Macular Degeneration Foundation interviews the world’s  
foremost scientists, medical practitioners and inventors. Visit  
MacularNews.org for the latest news and register to receive an 
email notice when new videos are first posted.

Exclusive Online Videos Featuring 
World’s Leading Eye Researchers
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decided upon and assessed 17 highly important clinical questions 
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This investigation may help to best allocate limited resources for 
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Genentech has announced positive, top line results from a 
Phase 2 study of its Port Delivery System (PDS) with Lucentis in 
people with wet AMD. The refillable eye implant, which is slightly 
longer than a grain of rice, is designed to allow people with wet 
AMD to go several months without needing to visit their ophthal-
mologist.  

If the PDS is successful, it could have a major impact on the way 
we treat people with wet AMD,” said Carl D. Regillo, M.D., FACS, 
investigator for the LADDER study. “I believe that more consis-
tent treatment could allow for better long-term vision outcomes in 
clinical practice.”  
 
The current standard of care for wet AMD can be burdensome 
because it requires patients to visit their ophthalmologist as often 
as monthly for eye injections of anti-vascular endothelial growth 
factor (VEGF) therapy to help maintain vision gains and/or pre-
vent vision loss.  
 
A treatment interval study in the Phase III program is expected to 
begin later in 2018. 

Port Delivery System  
Unveiled for Wet AMD

“Talking Books” ... Continued from Page 5
 
Summary:

No matter what your age, technical ability or computer literacy, 
all who are visually impaired should try the National Library Ser-
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Medical Director, Community Services for Vision Rehabilitation
600 Bel Air Blvd, Suite 110 Mobile Alabama
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Prevent Blindness 
America 
800-331-2020 
preventblindness.
org
 
MD Support 
816-761-7080
MDsupport.org
 
Bible on Tape 
Aurora Ministries
941-748-3031Disclaimer - Articles in the Magnifier are for information 

only and are not an endorsement by the Macular Degeneration 
Foundation editorial staff.

Resources 
 

MD Foundation  
Resource 
Director 
Dan Roberts
888-866-6148 

 

Magnification 
Glasses Order 
Information 
800-426-4846 
www.american-
readingglasses.
com

NFB Newsline
866-504-7300 

Choice Magazine 
Listening
888-724-6423 

National Library 
Service
888-657-7323  
(Audio Books) 

Free Low Vision 
Catalogs and
Independent 
Living Catalog 
800-537-2118 

Maxi Aids
800-522-6294 

Jewish Heritage 
for the Blind 
800-995-1888 

LS&S Low Vision 
Catalog 
800-468-4789 
lssproducts.com

EyeSmart 
http://www.get-
eyesmart.org/
eyesmart

The Macular Degeneration Foundation interviews the world’s  
foremost scientists, medical practitioners and inventors. Visit  
MacularNews.org for the latest news and register to receive an 
email notice when new videos are first posted.

Exclusive Online Videos Featuring 
World’s Leading Eye Researchers
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Let’s All Go To the 
Movies!

As of June 2, 2018, the law 
requires that audio descrip-
tion for the blind and visually 
impaired be made available 
by all digital first-run movie 
theaters.  

Almost all applicable theaters 
have complied, and others 
are in the process of convert-
ing to digital and upgrading to 
include description equipment.  

The Federal Government 
defines audio description 
as “narration added to the 
soundtrack to describe impor-
tant visual details that cannot 
be understood from the main 
soundtrack alone.”   

 
Wearing headsets provided by 
the theater, the listener hears 
spoken information about 
actions, characters, scene 
changes, on-screen text, and 
other visual content, the nar-
rations are usually added 
during existing pauses in dia-
logue.  
 
Audio description technology 
has been randomly available 
since the 1990’s for various 
live plays, movies, television 
shows, and DVDs, but this is 
the first time the service has 
been actually required by law 
in movie theaters.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some companies, like 
Cinemark, AMC, and Regal, 
have been offering acces-
sible movies, but others have 
been late getting on the boat. 
This resistance partially moti-
vated the amendment to the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act that led to the Justice 
Department signing it into 
law in late 2016, finally taking 
effect this past June.

A Letter from Liz
MD Support 
and Prevent 
Blindness 
America 
Establish 
New On-Line 
Resource

The new 
resource provides 
an extensive list 
of searchable 
resource directo-
ries, a database 
of 1,500 munici-
pal paratran-
sit services, a 
library of self-help 
guides and work-
books, and up-to-
the-minute news.  
 
This marks 
the first time in 
Internet history 
that two major 
organizations
have joined in 
such a dramatic 
way to bring both 
education and 
support to
the entire global 
low vision com-
munity. 
 
See lowvision.
preventblind-
ness.org  or 
mdsupport.org

What Are Your Highest Priorities  
Regarding AMD Research?
 
Four eye health stakeholder groups have come together to help 
define the focus of research in age-related macular degenera-
tion (AMD). Their purpose was to prioritize clinical questions im-
portant for researchers to answer when developing clinical practice 
guidelines and identifying treatment outcomes important to pa-
tients. Participants in the initiative included healthcare profession-
als and input from patients like you: 

                  American Academy of Ophthalmology
                  American Society of Retinal Specialists
                  Atlantic Coast Retina Conference
                  Macular Degeneration Support Community 
 

Between January 2015 and January 2017, healthcare participants 
decided upon and assessed 17 highly important clinical questions 
and rated 12 of 17 questions (71%) as high priority for researchers 
to answer. MD Support members assessed those same questions 
and identified 6 research outcomes as most important to them: 

1. development of choroidal neovascularization 
2. development of advanced dry AMD (geographic atrophy) 
3. retinal hemorrhage 
4. gain of vision 
5. slowing vision loss 
6. serious ocular events (eg. retinal detachment) 

This investigation may help to best allocate limited resources for 
research associated with the treatment of age-related macular 
degeneration (AMD). Consideration of these patient-important 
outcomes may help to guide clinical care and future areas of re-
search. 

The project was conducted under the auspices of the Depart-
ment of Epidemiology, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Pub-
lic Health, Baltimore, Maryland and the abstract is published on 
the JAMA Ophthalmology website.

Definitions 

Ophthalmologist 
a practitioner in 
the medical sci-
ence of surgery 
and care of the 
eye and its relat-
ed structures. An 
M.D. degree is 
required.

Retina specialist
a medical doc-
tor trained as an 
ophthalmologist, 
who has received 
additional training 
in diseases and 
surgery of the ret-
ina and vitreous.

Optometrist
a degreed (O.D.), 
independent, pri-
mary health care 
provider skilled 
in the co-man-
agement of eye 
health and vision 
care, including 
examination, 
diagnosis, treat-
ment, manage-
ment of diseases/
disorders, pre-
scription of eye-
glasses/contact 
lenses, and provi-
sion of low vision 
aids and therapy.

Optician
a person who 
designs or manu-
factures ophthal-
mic appliances 
or optical instru-
ments (“ophthal-
mic optician”) or 
deals in prescrip-
tions (“dispensing 
optician”).
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Genentech has announced positive, top line results from a 
Phase 2 study of its Port Delivery System (PDS) with Lucentis in 
people with wet AMD. The refillable eye implant, which is slightly 
longer than a grain of rice, is designed to allow people with wet 
AMD to go several months without needing to visit their ophthal-
mologist.  

If the PDS is successful, it could have a major impact on the way 
we treat people with wet AMD,” said Carl D. Regillo, M.D., FACS, 
investigator for the LADDER study. “I believe that more consis-
tent treatment could allow for better long-term vision outcomes in 
clinical practice.”  
 
The current standard of care for wet AMD can be burdensome 
because it requires patients to visit their ophthalmologist as often 
as monthly for eye injections of anti-vascular endothelial growth 
factor (VEGF) therapy to help maintain vision gains and/or pre-
vent vision loss.  
 
A treatment interval study in the Phase III program is expected to 
begin later in 2018. 

Port Delivery System  
Unveiled for Wet AMD

“Talking Books” ... Continued from Page 5
 
Summary:

No matter what your age, technical ability or computer literacy, 
all who are visually impaired should try the National Library Ser-
vices Talking Books program. You will be happy you did. 

Joseph L. Fontenot MD, CLVT
Medical Director, Community Services for Vision Rehabilitation
600 Bel Air Blvd, Suite 110 Mobile Alabama

For more information:

Call 1-888-NLS-READ (1-888-657-7323) toll-free and follow the 
prompts to be connected to the braille and talking book library in 
your state.



 

Are You 
Missing Out 
on Benefits?  
If you have an
April Issue of 
AARP by Joan 
Rattner Hellman

If you’re strug-
gling to pay for 
health care, food, 
or utilities, help 
may be closer 
than you realize.   
 
Older Americans 
miss out on more 
than $20 billion 
worth of benefits 
every year.  A 
nationwide cam-
paign launched 
by the National 
Council on Aging 
and the National 
Association of 
Area Agencies 
on Aging aims to 
help older adults 
learn about two 
easily accessed 
resources that 
can connect them 
to needed sup-
port.
 
 
BenefitsCheckUp 
(benefitscheckup.
org)
  
 
Eldercare Locator 
(1-800-677-1116 
or eldercare.gov)

Are There Other Audiobook Services Available?

Yes, there are many. They include services such as BookShare, 
Audible, Playster and Spotlight Gateway. Some serve special 
areas of interest and provide the ability to download materials.   
  
What Makes Talking Books Unique?

1.  Does not require computer literacy or an internet connection

2.  It is free in all aspects

3.  Designed for those with vision and physical limitations 

4.  The basic player is durable and accessible
  
 
..........  Continued on Page 6

Latest Audio 
Newsletters 
and Video’s 
from the MD 
Foundation
 
Visit 
MacularNews.
org 
 
 
 
Talking Books 
 
The National 
Library Service 
provides qualify-
ing individuals a 
bimonthly large 
print catalog of 
recorded books 
and magazine at 
no charge.

Patrons may 
order talking 
books by con-
tacting their local 
cooperating 
library.  Contact 
information is 
online at www.loc.
gov/nls/find.html 
or call 1-888-657-
7323

 
 
Chaplains  
on Hand 
 
Chaplainsonhand.
org for spiritual 
support or call toll 
free 1-844-242-
7524
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That All May Read

“That all may read” is the motto of the Talking Books  
program of the National Library Service (NLS).  

Who is Eligible for this Free Service?
 
The NLS states that “Any resident of the United States or Ameri-
can citizen living abroad who is unable to read or use regular 
print materials as a result of temporary or permanent visual or 
physical limitations may receive service through NLS”.  The ser-
vice is free to those who cannot read normal size print without 
difficulty. You do not need to be blind, but simply not be able to 
read normally, even with corrective lenses.
  
History of the Talking Book program 

In 1931, congress authorized establishment of the National Li-
brary Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped under 
the direction of the Library of congress.  Initially these were em-
bossed or Braille books. Shortly thereafter, phonograph records 
and cassettes were offered. The program was an immediate 
success and today has over 400,000 users, more than 200,000 
books and 55 regional libraries. The majority of users (85%) have 
vision loss. In 1947, the first machines for Talking Books were 
developed.  
 
How it Works 
 
The current standard player is small, lightweight and easy to use, 
even by those with total blindness, tremor or other physical limi-
tations.  Small cartridges arrive by mail in either red or blue con-
tainers. After the book/magazine is read, the cartridge is returned 
in the same container at no cost to the subscriber.  
 
In addition, since 2014 “Talking Books” has been accessible for 
download using the BARD (Braille and Audio Reading Down-
load) application/website. This free service allows downloads 
from the Talking Books catalogue to your computer, the Talking 
Books player, an I-Pad, Kindle or smart phone.  This has greatly 
increased Talking Books mobility and ease of use.

Player and Container with Cartridge

How do I get Talking Books? 

An application must be submitted (by mail or electronically) 
along with ceritification of your need from a medical professional 
like an ophthalmologist, optometrist or rehabilitation specialists. 
To receive support and obtain a form, locate your closest NLS 
program by calling 888-657-7323, e-mail nls@loc.gov, or visit 
the Library of Congress website at https://www.loc.gov/pro-
grams/national-library-service-for-the-blind-and-physically-
handicapped/about-this-service/ 
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or utilities, help 
may be closer 
than you realize.   
 
Older Americans 
miss out on more 
than $20 billion 
worth of benefits 
every year.  A 
nationwide cam-
paign launched 
by the National 
Council on Aging 
and the National 
Association of 
Area Agencies 
on Aging aims to 
help older adults 
learn about two 
easily accessed 
resources that 
can connect them 
to needed sup-
port.
 
 
BenefitsCheckUp 
(benefitscheckup.
org)
  
 
Eldercare Locator 
(1-800-677-1116 
or eldercare.gov)

Are There Other Audiobook Services Available?

Yes, there are many. They include services such as BookShare, 
Audible, Playster and Spotlight Gateway. Some serve special 
areas of interest and provide the ability to download materials.   
  
What Makes Talking Books Unique?

1.  Does not require computer literacy or an internet connection

2.  It is free in all aspects

3.  Designed for those with vision and physical limitations 

4.  The basic player is durable and accessible
  
 
..........  Continued on Page 6
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Newsletters 
and Video’s 
from the MD 
Foundation
 
Visit 
MacularNews.
org 
 
 
 
Talking Books 
 
The National 
Library Service 
provides qualify-
ing individuals a 
bimonthly large 
print catalog of 
recorded books 
and magazine at 
no charge.

Patrons may 
order talking 
books by con-
tacting their local 
cooperating 
library.  Contact 
information is 
online at www.loc.
gov/nls/find.html 
or call 1-888-657-
7323

 
 
Chaplains  
on Hand 
 
Chaplainsonhand.
org for spiritual 
support or call toll 
free 1-844-242-
7524
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That All May Read

“That all may read” is the motto of the Talking Books  
program of the National Library Service (NLS).  

Who is Eligible for this Free Service?
 
The NLS states that “Any resident of the United States or Ameri-
can citizen living abroad who is unable to read or use regular 
print materials as a result of temporary or permanent visual or 
physical limitations may receive service through NLS”.  The ser-
vice is free to those who cannot read normal size print without 
difficulty. You do not need to be blind, but simply not be able to 
read normally, even with corrective lenses.
  
History of the Talking Book program 

In 1931, congress authorized establishment of the National Li-
brary Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped under 
the direction of the Library of congress.  Initially these were em-
bossed or Braille books. Shortly thereafter, phonograph records 
and cassettes were offered. The program was an immediate 
success and today has over 400,000 users, more than 200,000 
books and 55 regional libraries. The majority of users (85%) have 
vision loss. In 1947, the first machines for Talking Books were 
developed.  
 
How it Works 
 
The current standard player is small, lightweight and easy to use, 
even by those with total blindness, tremor or other physical limi-
tations.  Small cartridges arrive by mail in either red or blue con-
tainers. After the book/magazine is read, the cartridge is returned 
in the same container at no cost to the subscriber.  
 
In addition, since 2014 “Talking Books” has been accessible for 
download using the BARD (Braille and Audio Reading Down-
load) application/website. This free service allows downloads 
from the Talking Books catalogue to your computer, the Talking 
Books player, an I-Pad, Kindle or smart phone.  This has greatly 
increased Talking Books mobility and ease of use.

Player and Container with Cartridge

How do I get Talking Books? 

An application must be submitted (by mail or electronically) 
along with ceritification of your need from a medical professional 
like an ophthalmologist, optometrist or rehabilitation specialists. 
To receive support and obtain a form, locate your closest NLS 
program by calling 888-657-7323, e-mail nls@loc.gov, or visit 
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Donations 

The Macular Degeneration 
Foundation, Inc. is a tax-
exempt, non-profit organiza-
tion.  
 
Please visit our website at 
eyesight.org to make a tax 
deductable donation.  
 

 
Checks may be mailed to:
 
Macular Degeneration 
Foundation, Inc.,  
P.O. Box 531313,  
Henderson, NV 89053 
 
Call: 888-633-3937 (USA) 
Call: 702-450-2908 (Intl) 
Email: liz@eyesight.org

Organizations
That Can Help 
 
 
National Eye 
Institute
800-411-1222 
www.nei.nih.gov

Community 
Services 
for Vision 
Rehabilitation 
(AL & MI Areas)
csvrlowvision.org
251-476-4744 
228-760-0788 

American 
Council of 
the Blind 
(800) 424-8666 
acb.org
 
Second Sense 
(Chicago Area) 
312-236-8569 
second-sense.org 
 
Prevent Blindness 
America 
800-331-2020 
preventblindness.
org
 
MD Support 
816-761-7080
MDsupport.org
 
Bible on Tape 
Aurora Ministries
941-748-3031Disclaimer - Articles in the Magnifier are for information 

only and are not an endorsement by the Macular Degeneration 
Foundation editorial staff.

Resources 
   
 
MD Foundation  
Resource 
Director 
Dan Roberts
888-866-6148 
   
 
Magnification 
Glasses Order 
Information 
800-426-4846 
www.american-
readingglasses.
com
 
NFB Newsline
866-504-7300 

Choice Magazine 
Listening
888-724-6423 

National Library 
Service
888-657-7323  
(Audio Books) 

Free Low Vision 
Catalogs and
Independent 
Living Catalog 
800-537-2118 

Maxi Aids
800-522-6294 

Jewish Heritage 
for the Blind 
800-995-1888 
 
LS&S Low Vision 
Catalog 
800-468-4789 
lssproducts.com
 
EyeSmart 
http://www.get-
eyesmart.org/
eyesmart

The Macular Degeneration Foundation interviews the world’s  
foremost scientists, medical practitioners and inventors. Visit  
MacularNews.org for the latest news and register to receive an 
email notice when new videos are first posted.

Exclusive Online Videos Featuring 
World’s Leading Eye Researchers
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Liz Traurnicht - Pres 
MD Foundation
 
 
 
Let’s All Go To the 
Movies!
 
As of June 2, 2018, the law 
requires that audio descrip-
tion for the blind and visually 
impaired be made available 
by all digital first-run movie 
theaters.  
 
Almost all applicable theaters 
have complied, and others 
are in the process of convert-
ing to digital and upgrading to 
include description equipment.  
 
The Federal Government 
defines audio description 
as “narration added to the 
soundtrack to describe impor-
tant visual details that cannot 
be understood from the main 
soundtrack alone.”   
 
 
 

 
Wearing headsets provided by 
the theater, the listener hears 
spoken information about 
actions, characters, scene 
changes, on-screen text, and 
other visual content, the nar-
rations are usually added 
during existing pauses in dia-
logue.  
 
Audio description technology 
has been randomly available 
since the 1990’s for various 
live plays, movies, television 
shows, and DVDs, but this is 
the first time the service has 
been actually required by law 
in movie theaters.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some companies, like 
Cinemark, AMC, and Regal, 
have been offering acces-
sible movies, but others have 
been late getting on the boat. 
This resistance partially moti-
vated the amendment to the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act that led to the Justice 
Department signing it into 
law in late 2016, finally taking 
effect this past June.

A Letter from Liz
MD Support 
and Prevent 
Blindness 
America 
Establish 
New On-Line 
Resource

The new 
resource provides 
an extensive list 
of searchable 
resource directo-
ries, a database 
of 1,500 munici-
pal paratran-
sit services, a 
library of self-help 
guides and work-
books, and up-to-
the-minute news.  
 
This marks 
the first time in 
Internet history 
that two major 
organizations
have joined in 
such a dramatic 
way to bring both 
education and 
support to
the entire global 
low vision com-
munity. 
 
See lowvision.
preventblind-
ness.org  or 
mdsupport.org

What Are Your Highest Priorities  
Regarding AMD Research?
 
Four eye health stakeholder groups have come together to help 
define the focus of research in age-related macular degenera-
tion (AMD). Their purpose was to prioritize clinical questions im-
portant for researchers to answer when developing clinical practice 
guidelines and identifying treatment outcomes important to pa-
tients. Participants in the initiative included healthcare profession-
als and input from patients like you: 

                  American Academy of Ophthalmology
                  American Society of Retinal Specialists
                  Atlantic Coast Retina Conference
                  Macular Degeneration Support Community 
 

Between January 2015 and January 2017, healthcare participants 
decided upon and assessed 17 highly important clinical questions 
and rated 12 of 17 questions (71%) as high priority for researchers 
to answer. MD Support members assessed those same questions 
and identified 6 research outcomes as most important to them: 

1. development of choroidal neovascularization 
2. development of advanced dry AMD (geographic atrophy) 
3. retinal hemorrhage 
4. gain of vision 
5. slowing vision loss 
6. serious ocular events (eg. retinal detachment) 

This investigation may help to best allocate limited resources for 
research associated with the treatment of age-related macular 
degeneration (AMD). Consideration of these patient-important 
outcomes may help to guide clinical care and future areas of re-
search. 

The project was conducted under the auspices of the Depart-
ment of Epidemiology, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Pub-
lic Health, Baltimore, Maryland and the abstract is published on 
the JAMA Ophthalmology website.

Definitions 

Ophthalmologist 
a practitioner in 
the medical sci-
ence of surgery 
and care of the 
eye and its relat-
ed structures. An 
M.D. degree is 
required.

Retina specialist
a medical doc-
tor trained as an 
ophthalmologist, 
who has received 
additional training 
in diseases and 
surgery of the ret-
ina and vitreous.
 
Optometrist
a degreed (O.D.), 
independent, pri-
mary health care 
provider skilled 
in the co-man-
agement of eye 
health and vision 
care, including 
examination, 
diagnosis, treat-
ment, manage-
ment of diseases/
disorders, pre-
scription of eye-
glasses/contact 
lenses, and provi-
sion of low vision 
aids and therapy.
 
Optician
a person who 
designs or manu-
factures ophthal-
mic appliances 
or optical instru-
ments (“ophthal-
mic optician”) or 
deals in prescrip-
tions (“dispensing 
optician”).
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Genentech has announced positive, top line results from a 
Phase 2 study of its Port Delivery System (PDS) with Lucentis in 
people with wet AMD. The refillable eye implant, which is slightly 
longer than a grain of rice, is designed to allow people with wet 
AMD to go several months without needing to visit their ophthal-
mologist.  

If the PDS is successful, it could have a major impact on the way 
we treat people with wet AMD,” said Carl D. Regillo, M.D., FACS, 
investigator for the LADDER study. “I believe that more consis-
tent treatment could allow for better long-term vision outcomes in 
clinical practice.”  
 
The current standard of care for wet AMD can be burdensome 
because it requires patients to visit their ophthalmologist as often 
as monthly for eye injections of anti-vascular endothelial growth 
factor (VEGF) therapy to help maintain vision gains and/or pre-
vent vision loss.  
 
A treatment interval study in the Phase III program is expected to 
begin later in 2018. 

Port Delivery System  
Unveiled for Wet AMD

“Talking Books” ... Continued from Page 5
 
Summary:

No matter what your age, technical ability or computer literacy, 
all who are visually impaired should try the National Library Ser-
vices Talking Books program. You will be happy you did. 

Joseph L. Fontenot MD, CLVT
Medical Director, Community Services for Vision Rehabilitation
600 Bel Air Blvd, Suite 110 Mobile Alabama

For more information:

Call 1-888-NLS-READ (1-888-657-7323) toll-free and follow the 
prompts to be connected to the braille and talking book library in 
your state.
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Joseph L. Fontenot MD, CLVT
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Call 1-888-NLS-READ (1-888-657-7323) toll-free and follow the 
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Donations 

The Macular Degeneration 
Foundation, Inc. is a tax-
exempt, non-profit organiza-
tion.  
 
Please visit our website at 
eyesight.org to make a tax 
deductable donation.  
 

 
Checks may be mailed to:
 
Macular Degeneration 
Foundation, Inc.,  
P.O. Box 531313,  
Henderson, NV 89053 
 
Call: 888-633-3937 (USA) 
Call: 702-450-2908 (Intl) 
Email: liz@eyesight.org

Organizations
That Can Help 
 
 
National Eye 
Institute
800-411-1222 
www.nei.nih.gov

Community 
Services 
for Vision 
Rehabilitation 
(AL & MI Areas)
csvrlowvision.org
251-476-4744 
228-760-0788 

American 
Council of 
the Blind 
(800) 424-8666 
acb.org
 
Second Sense 
(Chicago Area) 
312-236-8569 
second-sense.org 
 
Prevent Blindness 
America 
800-331-2020 
preventblindness.
org
 
MD Support 
816-761-7080
MDsupport.org
 
Bible on Tape 
Aurora Ministries
941-748-3031Disclaimer - Articles in the Magnifier are for information 

only and are not an endorsement by the Macular Degeneration 
Foundation editorial staff.

Resources 
   
 
MD Foundation  
Resource 
Director 
Dan Roberts
888-866-6148 
   
 
Magnification 
Glasses Order 
Information 
800-426-4846 
www.american-
readingglasses.
com
 
NFB Newsline
866-504-7300 

Choice Magazine 
Listening
888-724-6423 

National Library 
Service
888-657-7323  
(Audio Books) 

Free Low Vision 
Catalogs and
Independent 
Living Catalog 
800-537-2118 

Maxi Aids
800-522-6294 

Jewish Heritage 
for the Blind 
800-995-1888 
 
LS&S Low Vision 
Catalog 
800-468-4789 
lssproducts.com
 
EyeSmart 
http://www.get-
eyesmart.org/
eyesmart

The Macular Degeneration Foundation interviews the world’s  
foremost scientists, medical practitioners and inventors. Visit  
MacularNews.org for the latest news and register to receive an 
email notice when new videos are first posted.

Exclusive Online Videos Featuring 
World’s Leading Eye Researchers
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Let’s All Go To the 
Movies!
 
As of June 2, 2018, the law 
requires that audio descrip-
tion for the blind and visually 
impaired be made available 
by all digital first-run movie 
theaters.  
 
Almost all applicable theaters 
have complied, and others 
are in the process of convert-
ing to digital and upgrading to 
include description equipment.  
 
The Federal Government 
defines audio description 
as “narration added to the 
soundtrack to describe impor-
tant visual details that cannot 
be understood from the main 
soundtrack alone.”   
 
 
 

 
Wearing headsets provided by 
the theater, the listener hears 
spoken information about 
actions, characters, scene 
changes, on-screen text, and 
other visual content, the nar-
rations are usually added 
during existing pauses in dia-
logue.  
 
Audio description technology 
has been randomly available 
since the 1990’s for various 
live plays, movies, television 
shows, and DVDs, but this is 
the first time the service has 
been actually required by law 
in movie theaters.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Some companies, like 
Cinemark, AMC, and Regal, 
have been offering acces-
sible movies, but others have 
been late getting on the boat. 
This resistance partially moti-
vated the amendment to the 
Americans with Disabilities 
Act that led to the Justice 
Department signing it into 
law in late 2016, finally taking 
effect this past June.

A Letter from Liz
MD Support 
and Prevent 
Blindness 
America 
Establish 
New On-Line 
Resource

The new 
resource provides 
an extensive list 
of searchable 
resource directo-
ries, a database 
of 1,500 munici-
pal paratran-
sit services, a 
library of self-help 
guides and work-
books, and up-to-
the-minute news.  
 
This marks 
the first time in 
Internet history 
that two major 
organizations
have joined in 
such a dramatic 
way to bring both 
education and 
support to
the entire global 
low vision com-
munity. 
 
See lowvision.
preventblind-
ness.org  or 
mdsupport.org

What Are Your Highest Priorities  
Regarding AMD Research?
 
Four eye health stakeholder groups have come together to help 
define the focus of research in age-related macular degenera-
tion (AMD). Their purpose was to prioritize clinical questions im-
portant for researchers to answer when developing clinical practice 
guidelines and identifying treatment outcomes important to pa-
tients. Participants in the initiative included healthcare profession-
als and input from patients like you: 

                  American Academy of Ophthalmology
                  American Society of Retinal Specialists
                  Atlantic Coast Retina Conference
                  Macular Degeneration Support Community 
 

Between January 2015 and January 2017, healthcare participants 
decided upon and assessed 17 highly important clinical questions 
and rated 12 of 17 questions (71%) as high priority for researchers 
to answer. MD Support members assessed those same questions 
and identified 6 research outcomes as most important to them: 

1. development of choroidal neovascularization 
2. development of advanced dry AMD (geographic atrophy) 
3. retinal hemorrhage 
4. gain of vision 
5. slowing vision loss 
6. serious ocular events (eg. retinal detachment) 

This investigation may help to best allocate limited resources for 
research associated with the treatment of age-related macular 
degeneration (AMD). Consideration of these patient-important 
outcomes may help to guide clinical care and future areas of re-
search. 

The project was conducted under the auspices of the Depart-
ment of Epidemiology, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Pub-
lic Health, Baltimore, Maryland and the abstract is published on 
the JAMA Ophthalmology website.

Definitions 

Ophthalmologist 
a practitioner in 
the medical sci-
ence of surgery 
and care of the 
eye and its relat-
ed structures. An 
M.D. degree is 
required.

Retina specialist
a medical doc-
tor trained as an 
ophthalmologist, 
who has received 
additional training 
in diseases and 
surgery of the ret-
ina and vitreous.
 
Optometrist
a degreed (O.D.), 
independent, pri-
mary health care 
provider skilled 
in the co-man-
agement of eye 
health and vision 
care, including 
examination, 
diagnosis, treat-
ment, manage-
ment of diseases/
disorders, pre-
scription of eye-
glasses/contact 
lenses, and provi-
sion of low vision 
aids and therapy.
 
Optician
a person who 
designs or manu-
factures ophthal-
mic appliances 
or optical instru-
ments (“ophthal-
mic optician”) or 
deals in prescrip-
tions (“dispensing 
optician”).
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Genentech has announced positive, top line results from a 
Phase 2 study of its Port Delivery System (PDS) with Lucentis in 
people with wet AMD. The refillable eye implant, which is slightly 
longer than a grain of rice, is designed to allow people with wet 
AMD to go several months without needing to visit their ophthal-
mologist.  

If the PDS is successful, it could have a major impact on the way 
we treat people with wet AMD,” said Carl D. Regillo, M.D., FACS, 
investigator for the LADDER study. “I believe that more consis-
tent treatment could allow for better long-term vision outcomes in 
clinical practice.”  
 
The current standard of care for wet AMD can be burdensome 
because it requires patients to visit their ophthalmologist as often 
as monthly for eye injections of anti-vascular endothelial growth 
factor (VEGF) therapy to help maintain vision gains and/or pre-
vent vision loss.  
 
A treatment interval study in the Phase III program is expected to 
begin later in 2018. 

Port Delivery System  
Unveiled for Wet AMD

“Talking Books” ... Continued from Page 5
 
Summary:

No matter what your age, technical ability or computer literacy, 
all who are visually impaired should try the National Library Ser-
vices Talking Books program. You will be happy you did. 

Joseph L. Fontenot MD, CLVT
Medical Director, Community Services for Vision Rehabilitation
600 Bel Air Blvd, Suite 110 Mobile Alabama

For more information:

Call 1-888-NLS-READ (1-888-657-7323) toll-free and follow the 
prompts to be connected to the braille and talking book library in 
your state.
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Clinical Trial 
Information 

Nat’l Eye 
Institute
800-411-1222  or 
www.nei.nih.gov

Clinical trials 
have guidelines 
called “inclusion” 
and “exclusion” 
criteria. These 
criteria (age, 
gender, type and 
stage of disease, 
etc.) keep partici-
pants safe and 
ensure research-
ers will be able 
to answer the 
questions they 
plan to study.

Book on CD 

“Macular 
Degeneration, 
“The Complete 
Guide to Saving 
and Maximizing 
Your Sight” is 
offered by Sight 
Into Sound on 
CD.  Call 713-
622-2767 for a 
free copy. 

EARS

Free Tapes to 
Live LIfe with 
Confidence and 
Dignity. Call: 
800-843-6816

The drug Emixustat has been in Phase 1/2 trials since 2008 for 
treatment of dry macular degeneration. 
 
Disappointingly, the drug has now been found to be ineffective at 
reducing the growth rates of geographic atrophy (GA) in patients 
with age-related macular degeneration (AMD). Preclinical analysis 
of Emixustat indicated that it inhibited the activity of the 5RPE65 
gene responsible for dysfunction of the retinal layer which nour-
ishes the sight cells.  
 
It now appears, however, that when delivered orally in varying 
dosages over a 2-year period, there is no difference in GA pro-
gression among the treatment and placebo groups. 

Free DVD 

Hallucinations: 
Am I going 
Crazy?   
 
AMD and 
Charles Bonnet 
Syndrome.
DVD available 
on request with 
detailed informa-
tion!  Call:  
888-633-3937

Emizustat Found to be Ineffective

I Renewed My License ... 
But is it Safe to Drive?

THE MAGNIFIER   Issue #112   July - Sept 2018

By Dan Roberts - MD Support 
 
 
This month the DMV renewed my license for another four years. I 
passed their very basic eye exam, so they decided that my vision 
was good enough to allow me to take the wheel.  
 
But wait!  They didn’t ask about my retinal disease which could 
take away my remaining functional vision before my next renewal. 
Nor did they ask about my poor night vision, serious problems 
with glare, and low contrast sensitivity. And they didn’t ask about 
the times I’ve had close calls due to blind spots in my visual field. 
 
Nope, they decided I could safely negotiate the highways with 
drunks, druggies, neurotics, and sleep-deprived drivers all speed-
ing less than ten feet apart on the way to places they just have to 
be, no matter what the cost. Do they really want to add me to that 
mix?  
 
So I have decided to continue being one less impaired driver. My 
shiny new license will remain safely tucked away behind my Medi-
care and AARP membership cards. It was a tough decision, but 
someone had to make it. I appreciate the DMV’s trust in me, but 
now the only way I’m going to meet others on the road is as that 
guy waving at them from the passenger seat. 


